
February 23, 2017

Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, Representative Ziobron and distinguished 
members of the Appropriations Committee:

My name is Jay Petrow and I live in Westport, CT. I am the father of William Petrow, age 24, who has 
developmental disabilities and has been diagnosed as having Autism. I am testifying on the impact of the 
Governor’s budget on people with intellectual and developmental disabilities including my son and many others 
like him.

My family at present is supported with funding from DDS for my son’s day program, run by Abilities Beyond in 
East Norwalk, and personal supports for times after the day program. Without this program, William would not 
have any place to go during the day and my wife or I would have to quit our jobs to stay home with him. Not 
only would this severely impact our household income, but it would be impossible to keep William integrated 
with the community and his peers like he has at the day program. The day program provides a sense of purpose 
in his life allowing him to take part in charitable acts in the community and with his peers. The idea of cutting 
funding in 2018 and beyond for day programs for new graduates of schools is an unconscionable act of cruelty.  
Where will these young adults go during the day? What purpose will they have in life? How can parents 
be expected to care for their adult children 24 hours a day without any kind of break.  PLEASE RESTORE 
FUNDING FOR DAY AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES FOR ALL NEW GRADUATES!

And while I certainly agree with the Governor’s proposal to invest $3.8 million in the ID Partnership which will 
help people on the DDS residential waiting list, support developing more residential options for people with 
I/DD and stabilize community based supports, this is not enough to take care of the thousands of adults who or 
are in need of residential funding now and in the future.  

The weakest and most in need citizens in our state are being penalized by a short sighted budgeting issue and 
extreme waste present in the funding and operating of the Southbury Training School.  Legislators have a 
choice to make: cut overtime at DDS or cut services to people in the community. Progress towards addressing 
the needs of people on the residential waiting list should not come at the expense of other needed services in 
the community, especially when there are still millions of dollars being spent on overtime and waste in DDS 
institutions and other facilities.
And there are many millions more wasted throughout the larger DDS system where last year an amazing $45 
million was spent on overtime! 

A DECISION TO PERMIT THIS WASTE, IS A DECISION TO DENY SERVICES!

Please restore funding for day and employment services for all new graduates!
Please restore funding for Family Support Grants!
Please restore funding for new families who need Behavioral Support Services!
Please cut overtime and waste in DDS 

Thank you for your time and efforts.

Sincerely,
Jay Petrow
8A Birchwood Lane
Westport, CT 06880


